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Military Members & Families Project Tip Sheet:   
Military Protective Orders & No Contact Orders   

 

 

The National Crime Victim Law Institute (NCVLI) makes no warranty, express or implied, regarding any 

information it may provide via this resource.  This resource is intended for educational purposes only.  It does not 

constitute legal advice; nor does it substitute for legal advice.  No attorney-client relationship is formed between 

NCVLI and the recipient. 
 

What are Military Protective Orders? 

The accused’s Commanding Officer (CO) can issue an 

Military Protective Order (MPO) to ensure an active duty 

member does not have contact with an individual that they 

are alleged to have committed a crime against.1  MPOs can 

help “safeguard a victim, quell a disturbance, and maintain 

good order and discipline”; and provide protection for other 

persons “alleged or known to be at risk” of domestic 

violence.2  To qualify for an MPO, a victim must have an 

“Unrestricted Report.”3  An MPO should address the specific 

needs of a victim while avoiding any actual, or the 

appearance of, pretrial punishment or restraint on the 

accused.4   
 

COs will sometimes issue a verbal protective order, but this 

must be followed by documentation on a Department of 

Defense (DD) Form 2873 (Military Protective Order 

Form).5  An MPO can limit third-party contact to protect 

victims, such as preventing the accused from contacting the 

victim on social media and preventing others from 

contacting the victim on the accused’s behalf.6  
 

Note:  The accused’s CO may carve out exceptions to 

the “no contact” provision of an MPO to allow for 

select communication between the victim and accused 

(e.g., discussing childcare, dividing personal 

belongings, filing taxes).  The victim, victim advocate 

  

Reporting 

Options  

 

 
When reporting a 

crime on an 

installation, there 

are two reporting 

options for adult 

victims of sexual 

assault and 

domestic 

violence:   

Restricted Reports 

and Unrestricted 

Reports.22  
 

 
Note:  Reporting 

options are 

available for 

victims of stalking 
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or victims’ rights attorney should inform the Staff 

Judge Advocate of any issues with the exceptions. 

  

When Can an MPO Be Requested? 

While victims typically request MPOs at the beginning of a 

criminal investigation, crime victims can request MPOs at 

any time following a victimization.  After a victim reports to 

military law enforcement, the agent should inform the victim 

of their right to request an MPO from the accused’s 

CO.  The victim’s CO, victim advocate and the victim’s 

attorney can notify the victim of their right to an MPO as 

well.  Some victims might feel pressure to delay or forego a 

request for an MPO if military law enforcement has pending 

investigative tactics.  The victim’s safety must be the 

primary concern when deciding when to request an MPO. 

 

When Do MPOs Expire? 

MPOs are in effect until they are terminated by the issuing 

CO.7  They are reviewed monthly to determine whether they 

are still effective and when they should be canceled.8   

 

Note:  Once an allegation is adjudicated, either 

through a court-martial or at the command level (i.e., 

through administrative action, non-judicial 

punishment, or no action), the accused’s CO is 

sometimes ready to cancel the MPO since the case is 

“completed.”  This, however, may be problematic for 

the victim, whose original concerns for safety may 

still exist, so advocacy to keep the MPO in place may 

be necessary. 

 

Does the Military Enforce MPOs?  
Yes.  While MPOs are administrative in nature and not 

intended to be punitive, violators of MPOs can be prosecuted 

under the Uniform Code of Military Justice (UCMJ) for 

failure to follow a lawful general order or regulation, or 

willfully disobeying a lawful order from a superior officer.9  

These charges may be included on a charge sheet for the 

violations currently under criminal investigation or may be 

and dating 

violence as well.  

Depending on the 

facts of the case, 

the support 

structure may vary 

and there may be 

instances, as with 

all crimes, where a 

restricted report 

may not be 

accepted.  Victims 

can always consult 

with a victims’ 

rights attorney 

before making a 

formal report to 

ensure informed 

decision making 

on part of the 

victim. 

 

 
Restricted 
Reports:  These 

reports are 

available for adult 

victims whose 

priority are safety 

services, such as a 

sexual assault 

medical forensic 

exam or personal 

services, such as 
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handled instantly by the accused’s CO in the form of non-

judicial punishment or administrative action.  

 

Note:  If an accused is transferred, COs must inform 

the gaining CO within 7 calendar days of notification 

of the pending transfer; and recommend that the 

gaining CO issue a new MPO if an MPO is still 

necessary to protect a victim.10 

 
Does Civilian Law Enforcement Enforce MPOs? 
The short answer is no.  When the accused’s CO issues an 

MPO, the CO is required to notify the appropriate civilian 

authorities of the MPO within 7 days of the issuance of the 

order; and “[COs] will, through their installation law 

enforcement agency, place an active MPO in the National 

Crime Information Center (NCIC) for the duration of the 

order.”11  Once filed with NCIC, the MPO should appear in 

civilian law enforcement’s NCIC or background 

checks.12  MPOs are not enforceable by civilian law 

enforcement, but there is usually a Memorandum of 

Understanding (MOU) between civilian and military law 

enforcement agencies that aim to ensure that the civilian law 

enforcement agency will inform the military law 

enforcement agency of any incident between the victim and 

accused.13  The victim, accused, accused’s CO, installation 

commander, victim advocate and victims’ rights attorney 

should all receive a copy of the MPO.14   

Note:  MPOs do not themselves prohibit the 

possession of firearms, but will defer to the civilian 

jurisdiction’s laws on this issue.15   
 

Can Victims Also Request a Civilian Protective Order? 
Yes.  Military-connected victims can have both a Military 

Protective Order and a Civilian Protective Order.16  If on 

installation, military-connected victims can receive 

assistance from the Sexual Assault Response Coordinators 

counseling and 

legal 

advice.23  Military 

and civilian law 

enforcement are 

not notified of this 

type of report; 

therefore, there is 

no criminal 

investigation.24  In 

addition, the 

victim’s name and 

the accused’s 

name are not 

provided to their 

CO.25 

 
Unrestricted 
Reports:  These 

reports are 

available for 

victims who want 

an investigation, 

CO notification 

and access to 

services as well as 

safety 

mechanisms, such 

as the issuance of 

Military Protective 

Orders or 

Expedited 

Transfer 

Requests.26  

 
Victims’ 
Rights Note:  

Victims who select 
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(SARC) and Family Advocacy Center (FAP) victim 

advocates in requesting a Civilian Protective Order.17  If 

seeking assistance off installation, military-connected 

victims can access a number of civilian victim services for 

assistance, including civilian victim advocates and victims’ 

rights attorneys.  Notably, military authorities must enforce 

Civilian Protective Orders on a military installation.18 

 

Note:  If the accused has a fellow servicemember 

present on their behalf at a CPO hearing, the fellow 

servicemember should not be construed as having the 

authority to speak on behalf of the CO.  If the victim 

and accused are from the same command, a fellow 

servicemember’s presence may feel intimidating.  

Notably, victims can request the presence of a victim 

advocate, support person and/or victims’ rights 

attorney to include civilian victim service 

professionals, who may have fewer limitations in 

civilian criminal justice systems. 

 

What are Military No Contact Orders? 

COs can issue and enforce no military contact orders.19  

“Military no contact orders are similar to civilian temporary 

restraining orders.  They may be ex parte if the issuing 

authority considers it necessary to ensure the safety and 

security of persons for whom the [CO] is 

responsible.”20  Notably, “[a] no contact order should not 

take the place of an MPO, when an MPO is warranted or 

requested by the victim, but can be used to address 

immediate safety concerns.”21 

Note:  There have been instances when COs have 

issued a No Contact Order or an MPO against both 

the victim and accused.   

 

Where Can I Request Legal TTA on Victims’ Rights?  

For legal training and technical assistance relating to the 

assertion and enforcement of military-connected victims’ 

rights, please contact us at www.ncvli.org.  

an Unrestricted 

Report still have 

rights as victims of 

crime, such as the 

right to privacy 

and to protection.   

 
Military 
Law 
Enforcement  
 

Military law 

enforcement is 

service-specific 

and includes the: 

 

 Navy Criminal 

Investigative 

Services 

(NCIS),  

 

 Army Criminal 

Investigative 

Division 

(CID),  

 

 Air Force 

Office of 

Special 

Investigations 

(OSI), and 

 

 Coast Guard 

Investigative 

Services 

(CGIS). 
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