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Legal Advocacy 

Public Policy 

Looking Ahead

Thank You to Supporters

2022 was a year dedicated to 
Turning Knowledge Into Action.

We focused our efforts to ensure 
that every victim, attorney, 
advocate, and allied professional 
is ready to Ask for Rights in trial 
courts, in appellate courts, in policy 
debates, and in legislative hallways.
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Dear Friend,

As we reflect on 2022 and our accomplishments, we want to thank you for supporting 
the National Crime Victim Law Institute. Over the past year, our Ask for Rights 
Campaign – an effort to build national momentum so that every person knows their 
rights and knows how to ask for them – made great strides. Truly, we are amazed and 
grateful for how much we achieved together. 

Our team turned knowledge into action by empowering victim attorneys, prosecutors, 
judges, lawmakers, advocates, allied professionals, and survivors to identify gaps in 
policies and practices, and to help remedy those gaps to advance victims’ rights in the 
justice system.

We worked across the country with partners to effect change through training & 
education, legal advocacy, and public policy efforts. Whether it was in the courtroom or 
around policy tables, our work reinforced that it’s our collective responsibility to ensure 
that victims’ rights are afforded.

Throughout 2022 we built a foundation of action that makes us excited for the future. 
We encourage your continued input as we work together to ensure that each and every 
survivor can access their rights.

We showed 
up in policy 
debates 
to ensure that survivor 
voices were present.

We enhanced 
resources 
to make certain that 
survivors across the 
country could access 
trained attorneys and 
advocates.

We fought in 
courts 
to secure victories 
today that will also 
help the survivors of 
tomorrow.

SEAN RIDDELL
Board President



4 | NCVLI.ORG

The work of advancing victims’ rights doesn’t end with passage of a new law. Knowing this, and 
recognizing that Pennsylvania had just passed a new law providing a clear path for victims to assert 
and seek enforcement of their rights, we presented virtually for 3 days to help ensure the new law 
had its intended impact. 

We trained on what rights victims have, how advocates and attorneys can help assert those in 
courts, and how to seek appellate review when a right is denied. 

229 attorneys and advocates attended and walked away more empowered to help survivors!

TRAINING & 
EDUCATION

Making Rights More Than Words on Paper

“I anticipate we will be filing more motions on 
behalf of victims [because of this training]!”

Kathy Buckley
Training Organizer and Director
Office of Victims’ Services, PA Commission on 
Crime & Delinquency



4 TRAININGS PER MONTH IN 2022

The 21st annual Crime Victim 
Law Conference, which included 
an intensive Pre-Conference 
Institute on litigating victims’ 
rights, was hosted in June 2022. 
250 attendees from more than 30 
states attended and participated 
in 23 different sessions! 

The Pre-Conference Institute and 
Conference will return June 5-7, 
2023 in Portland, Oregon. The 
Pre-Conference Institute will be 
in-person only; the Conference 
has options for both in-person 
and virtual attendance. 

For more information, visit ncvli.
org/crime-victim-law-conference/

Crime Victim 
Law Conference

100% OF 
CONFERENCE 
RESPONDENTS SAID 
THEY AGREE THAT 
“THE INFORMATION 
[THEY] RECEIVED 
WILL HELP [THEM] 
BETTER SERVE CRIME 
VICTIMS.” 

100% SAID THEY 
“WOULD RECOMMEND 
TO A COLLEAGUE 
THAT THEY ATTEND” 
THE CONFERENCE.

Attorney speaking about a core training: Essential Motions for Victims’ 
Rights Enforcement Training.

Spotlight: 

“The content will be useful in providing more resources 
and specific information that will help enforce victims’ 
rights at all levels.” 
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ELEVATING THE KNOWLEDGE 
AND SKILLS OF MORE THAN 30 

VICTIM SERVICE PROFESSIONALS 
PER MONTH

ON AVERAGE NCVLI HOSTED
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In State v. Fisk, an Ohio jury convicted the defendant 
of felonious assault. At sentencing, despite the victim’s 
state constitutional right to restitution, the court 
refused to order restitution for unpaid medical bills 
equaling $177K. The state appealed; on appeal the 
court held that while the constitution allowed the 
state to assert victims’ rights in the trial court; it did 
not afford the state standing to do so on appeal and 
therefore the court refused to address the victim’s 
restitution right. The state sought further review in the 
Ohio Supreme Court. 

This is when NCVLI, together with the Ohio Crime 
Victim Justice Center, filed an amici curiae brief. We 
argued that the appellate court’s ruling was not only 
contrary to law, but also disparately treated victims, 
differentiating those who have the ability to hire an 
attorney to appeal erroneous restitution orders and 
those who do not. 

In December 2022, the Ohio Supreme Court 
recognized that the appellate court erred; it noted that 
Ohio’s victims’ rights afford victims the ability to assert 
their rights on their own, through a representative, 
or through the attorney for the government (upon 
request) in trial courts, and to seek appellate review on 
their own or through a representative. 

The Court held, however, that the victims’ rights 
provisions did not answer the question of whether 
the state had independent standing to seek review 
of the sentencing error. Noting that leaving the state 
without standing to appeal was needlessly broad 
and inconsistent with the purposes of the victims’ 
rights amendment, the Court remanded the case for 
determination if there is other authority for the state to 
appeal the restitution order. 

NCVLI strives to ensure no survivor pays for their own 
victimization.

Litigating in the 
Highest Courts

LEGAL 
ADVOCACY

NEARLY 10
EXPERT LEGAL 

TECHNICAL 

ASSISTANCE 

RESPONSES EACH 

MONTH

AN AMICUS 
CURIAE BRIEF
FILED ON 

PRECEDENT 

SETTING CASES 

NEARLY EVERY 

MONTH
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The National Alliance of Victims’ 
Rights Attorneys & Advocates 
(NAVRA) has more than 3,000 
active members hailing from every 
state; more than half of whom are 
attorneys. 

Over the past year, NAVRA 
training topics ranged from 
promising practices for seeking 
restitution to intersectional topics 
such as the intersection between 
victims’ rights and disability 
rights and the specific challenges 
immigrant victims face.

NAVRA’s Victims’ Rights Pro 
Bono Portal continues to grow!  
Community organizations, law 
enforcement, state and federal 
government attorney offices, 
military branches, and healthcare 
organizations are all now enrolled 
and are posting cases with victims 
in need and attorneys from 16 
different states raised their hands 
to volunteer to serve!

NAVRA

100% of respondents who received legal 
technical assistance “strongly agreed” that 
they were satisfied with the overall quality 
of the assistance provided. 

In their words:

“The assistance is always on point. I’ve 
referred other service providers as well.”

“So helpful! Can’t thank you enough.”

“It assisted us in making strategic decisions 
related to our appellate brief.”

Spotlight: 
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For more than a decade NCVLI has worked alongside the victims of Jeffrey Epstein 
and their attorneys as they fought to make their rights meaningful in federal trial and 
appellate courts. 

Unfortunately, in February of 2022 the battle in the courtroom ended when the United 
States Supreme Court declined to review the Eleventh Circuit’s decision, which had held 
that – despite the federal Crime Victims’ Rights Act – the government can negotiate and 
enter into non-prosecution agreement without notifying or conferring with the victims. 

But the fight is not over. Working with many partners and taking the lead from the 
survivors, we advocated for and supported the introduction of the Courtney Wild Crime 
Victims’ Rights Reform Act of 2022, introduced in Congress in December 2022. If passed 
this Act will not only ensure victims’ rights attach pre-charging but will also authorize 
funds for victim legal assistance. 

Rights are only meaningful when they are clear in law and there are 
attorneys to help victims assert them – make that happen by 
getting involved!

LOCAL SUPPORT

PUBLIC POLICY

SUPPORTING MORE THAN 

20 LOCATIONS 

DEVELOP OR ENHANCE 

THEIR COORDINATED 

COMMUNITY RESPONSE TO 

GENDER-BASED VIOLENCE

Victim Voices are Essential



9 | NCVLI.ORG

NCVLI launched its quarterly “Community Conversations”, virtual state-specific 
conversations facilitated by NCVLI to help identify promising practices as well as gaps 
in policies and the practice of victims’ rights enforcement. Each conversation looks at 
national and state trends in legislation and litigation, introduces new NCVLI resources, 
and ends with a discussion of challenges and needed support. 

Connecting to Strategically Advance 
Rights

Spotlight: 

More than 40 attorneys, prosecutors, law makers, advocates and allied professionals 
participated. This work set the stage for 2023 during which we will be expanding! We 
have already hosted conversations in North Carolina, Texas and New Mexico, with 30 
participants over the 3 sessions. If you are looking to collaborate with NCVLI to launch 
and begin having conversations in your state, contact us today!

O R E G O N T E X A SC A L I F O R N I A N E W 
M E X I C O

N O R T H 
C A R O L I N A

WE LAUNCHED IN 5 STATES AND, OVER THE COURSE OF THE YEAR, 

15 CONVERSATIONS WERE FACILITATED. 



From donors to sponsors, our generous supporters enable us to connect trained and 
supported attorneys with survivors in need so that every victim can be empowered.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Adrian Perry 
Andrew Lauersdorf 
Ashley L. Vaughn 
Dr. David Black 
Helene R. Davis 
Kathleen Cady
Laura Abbott 
Lisa Zauner 
Dr. Nicole Clavo
Ryan Guilds 
Sean J. Riddell 

ADVISORY COUNCIL
 
Andrea Hugmeyer
Anne DePrince
Cari Simon
Claire Harwell
Cynthia Stinson
Jennifer Brobst
Joan Meier
Katrina Rodriguez
Kim Griffith
Nicole Wilkes
Rachel Monaco-Wilcox
Randall Udelman
Richard Harding
Shelbi Day
Valenda Applegarth

ANNUAL SPONSORS

Sean J. Riddell P.C.: Presenting

Arnold & Porter: Platinum

Maloney Lauersdorf Reiner PC: 
Platinum

Oregon State Department of Justice 
Crime Victim and Survivor Services 
Division: Platinum

Multnomah County District Attorney: 
Gold

Mascal Law Office: Silver

D’Amore Law Group: Bronze

Devlin Law: Bronze

Underdog Law: Bronze

CONFERENCE SPONSORS
 
Dumas and Vaughn: Champion 
Exhibitor 

Forum Law Group LLC: Champion 
Exhibitor

Law Office of Erin Olson, PC: 
Advocate Exhibitor 

Vogt & Long PC: Advocate Exhibitor 

DONORS

Dr. Abby Merin
Allie Yang-Green
Amy Rohe
Angela Hansen
Angie Viar
Ann E. Garvin
Anne Seymour
Anthony Mancino
Barbara Romo
Bernita R. Walker
Beth Pressman-Olson
Brian McDonough
Brittany Tensfeldt
Caitlin Egeck
Candace Newland-Holley
Carma Corcoran
Catherine Harper Lee
Charles & Nancy Tauman
Charles M. Moreau
Cheryll Miller
Chloe Lai
Chris DeJong
Christina Stephenson
Christine Dunn
Cindy Chambers
Coleen Lyon
Courtney Papadakis
Denna Rawie

Donna Gainous
Doug Houser
Doug & Kristen Johanson
Eileen Wee
Elizabeth Edens
Emily Rowney
Emily Wee
Eric Wee
Erika Bardo
Erin Greenawald
Erin Olson
Fleischman Family Charitable Fund
Gabriel Hayes
Gail Cormier
Heidi N. Cheney
Helen O’Brien
James Hayes
Jeffrey Betelnut
Jennifer Elmore
Jennifer Riley
Jennifer Storm
Jessica Spain
Joan F. Krey
Joan Meier
JoAnn L. Benford
John Sturges
John P. Todd
Kameon Quillen
Karen Freeburg
Karen Wilhelmi
Katherine T. Sakoda
Kathleen Garvin
Katie Kershaw
Katz Family Foundation
Kay Gajewski
Kelsey Borhani
Kelsey McKay
Kimberly Kennedy
Lara Busch
Laurie Schacht
Leonard Feldman
Leslie James
Leslie Lopez
Lew Pear
Linda & Steven Thalberg

2022 SUPPORTERS

WE THANK YOU
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Lisa Wee
Lisette Bovaird
Malia Tippets
Margarita Wilson
Maria Verdin
Mary C. Harkin
Meg Baker
Meg Merrill
Melissa Holmes
Michael J. Garvin
Michael Licurse
Michelle Callejas
Michelle Csergei
Miriam H. Merin Charitable 
Foundation Trust
Nicholas Greenfield
Nonnie Wilson
Pamela Ferguson-Brey
Penelope A. Brown
Peter Khalil
Randy Ellison
Remla Parthasarathy
Ren Autrey
Renee Burris
Scott Flor
Shainey Riley
Shannon Cervantes
Speckman Family Foundation
Stephen Voorhees
Steve Derene
Steve Shipe
Steve Siegel
Stuart Schiffman
Sue Ritchey
Susan Bexton
Susan Garvin
Susan Jessup
Tabitha Beattie
Toby Shulruff
Toni Strutz
Tung Yin
William M. Attridge
Yung-koh Yin

PRO BONO COUNSEL
 
Arizona Crime Victim Rights Law 
Group 
Randall Udelman

Crowell & Moring LLP 
Amy Pauli 
Danielle Alvarez 
Nicholas Dowd

Maloney Lauersdorf Reiner P.C. 
Andrew C. Lauersdorf

Orr & Reno, P.A. 
Lindsay E. Nadeau

Taft Stettinius 
Abby N. Sunberg 
Michael P. Boulette 
O. Joseph Balthazor, Jr.

STAFF 

Amy C. Liu
Danielle Cormier
Desiree Staeffler
Edgar Ohito
Ellen Dully
Josh Medina
Julie K. Hester
Julieanna Elegant
Meg Garvin
Rebecca S.T. Khalil
Sarah LeClair
Steven Baker
Susanne Falenczykowski
Terry L. Campos

TRAINERS/PRESENTERS

Abbey Stamp 
LCDR Alexandra Nica 
Alison Wilkinson 
Alonzo Robertson 
Amily McCool 
Andrea Hugmeyer 
Angela Rico 
Aparna Bhattacharyya 
CPT Arin Heinz
Barbara Gibson 
Beth Brownhill 
Bobbie Yeager 
Cari Dickson 
Caroline Wong 
Catherine Shugrue dos Santos 
Claudia Peña 
Colleen Clase 
David Garvin 
David Thomas 
Deb Baer 
Sgt. Denise Jones 
Donna Lindquist 
Judge Douglas J. Miles 
Elizabeth Payne 
Elizabeth Well 
Emily Tofte Nestaval 
Erica Williams 
Erin Greenawald 
Erin Walker 
Gail Bartley 
Greg Banfield 
Harout Akdedian 
Helen O’Brien 
Jane Anderson 

Jessica Gattuso 
John Devlin 
LT Katherine Ward 
Katie Greathouse 
Kazi Houston 
Lori Fralick 
Lumarie Orozco 
Maria “Liz” Cervantez 
Mariam El-menshawi 
Megan Johnson 
Nicole Ticknor 
Paul Yune 
Sakima Romero-Chandler 
Sandra Harrell 
LTC Shanna Cronin 
Sarah Byrne 
Sarah Purce 
Judge Shari R. Schluchter
LCDR Terrence Thornburgh 
Wendy Isom

VOICES FOR JUSTICE SPONSORS

Being Trauma Informed: Bronze 
Sponsor

The Commerce Bank of Oregon: 
Bronze Sponsor

LNS Captioning: American Sign 
Language Sponsor 

Anne Seymour: Technology 
Sponsor 

Weitz & Luxenberg: Technology 
Sponsor

Triad Strategies: Ally Exhibitor 

VOLUNTEERS

Andrea Guariguata
Caroline Day
Emelia Parton
Kali Dunn
Kyley Scarlet
Phylicia Bass
Stephanie Scheno



Empowerment. 
Voice, choice, and agency.

Dignity. 
Every person treated with respect and with care 
for their well-being.
 
Equity. 
Victims of all identities and backgrounds have 
rights afforded.

MISSION

VALUES

NCVLI actively promotes comprehensive and enforceable legal rights for crime victims, and access to 
knowledgeable attorneys to help protect those rights in every case through victim-centered legal advocacy, 
education, and resources.

Collaboration. 
Part of a national community. 

Innovation. 
Creative legal analysis, inventive solutions, and 
strategic litigation.

LOOKING AHEAD
Oftentimes legal systems, particularly the criminal system, can ignore individualized victim needs. This 
becomes increasingly pronounced when the system intersects with marginalized communities. That’s why in 
2023, we are focused on elevating victim agency, equity, and dignity. 

All victims – no matter their identities or backgrounds – have unique experiences and needs when 
navigating criminal justice processes. Every victim deserves to have their rights afforded, their voices 
heard, and to be treated with dignity. It’s our collective responsibility to ensure that we recognize, 
acknowledge, and provide the opportunity for victim voice and choice. By providing legal expertise we 
can ensure that individual vitcims may make informed decisions about how to exercise their rights.


