
ANNUAL REPORT 

2011 -2012

NATIONAL CRIME 
VICTIM LAW INSTITUTE

www.ncvli.org

PROTECTING,  ENFORCING & ADVANCING VICTIMS’  RIGHTS



As victims’ rights attorneys and advocates, we work to open choices 
and to facilitate opportunities so that victims may regain control 
over their lives and futures in the aftermath of crimes.  We fight to 
help people journey from victim, to survivor, to thriver.  We work 
for victim empowerment because we know that when victims are 
empowered, justice is enhanced.   

This year was an amazing year during which we expanded our reach, 
increased our partnerships, and deepened our impact.  We could 
not do this work alone.  Every success was a result of teamwork. 
A team composed of an amazing board of directors guiding our 
work, dedicated staff working diligently every day, generous 
donors ensuring we are here for victims, and talented partners 
and committed volunteers amplifying our work.  Thank you for a 
successful year in which we empowered victims.  We look forward 
to continuing with you on this path to enhanced justice. 

Meg Garvin
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
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NCVLI staff attorney Amy Liu and pro bono attorney Fumi Owoso celebrate at the Crime Victim Law Conference; partner 

Dr. Chris Wilson trains law students; articles featuring NCVLI’s work; Gloria Davis, former NCVLI Board Chair Carl Davis, and 

current NCVLI Board Chair Helene Davis at the Crime Victims’ Rights Reception; Child-Victims’ Rights training at Lewis & 

Clark Law School.



Crime has no borders and neither does 

our advocacy.  This year we trained 1600 

individuals. Our training included 6 webinars 

that reached 170 people on emerging 

topics ranging from cutting edge litigation 

strategies to protect rape victims, to 

best practices in serving elder victims, to 

confronting the unique hurdles faced by 

those victimized online.  We also provided 

intensive learning opportunities through 

one- and two-day practical skills trainings to 

teach the “how to” of representing victims.  

To secure the future of victims’ rights, we 

hosted interns from 3 law schools; helped to 

launch the first victims’ rights student group 

at Lewis & Clark Law School; and spotlighted 

3 emerging victims’ rights student scholars 

at our national conference.  Our advocacy did not stop at the borders of the United States; 

we worked in Romania and Israel, while planning for efforts in Australia and beyond.
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“Fighting for victims’ rights in a small 
country such as Israel is a challenge, and 
we often feel isolated from the legal com-
munity.. . . [NCVLI’s] visit to Israel served 
to introduce the U.S. fight for victims to a 
larger audience, including victims’ rights 
professionals as well as academic scholars. 
On a personal level, the ties with NCVLI 
make us feel like a part of an international 
community, striving to promote the cause 
of victims everywhere.”

Dr. Dana Pugach

Head of the Noga Center for Rights of Victims  
of Crime, Ono Academic College, Israel

THIS YEAR WE TRAINED:

S U M M E R  2 0 1 1

Working with leaders of 
the Texas victims’ rights 
movement, a call for a 
statewide workgroup on 
victims’ rights issues. NCVLI 
joins the workgroup.

S P R I N G  2 0 1 1

NCVLI presents two sessions at the Texas Victim Services 
Association’s statewide conference.  In the opening plenary, 
through a presentation titled, “Enforcing Victims’ Rights”, 
NCVLI challenges the Texas victim services community to think 
about empowering victims with enforceable rights.  We then 
participate in a panel discussion to identify concrete ways to 
move forward.

PUTTING IT ALL TOGETHER:     A True Story of Empowered Victims & Enhanced Justice

Together with partners we are advancing justice.  This 

year we partnered with 7 law schools for training 

events and co-trained with individuals hailing from 

the legal, medical, and mental health professions. We 

also joined forces with more than 50 co-amici in cases 

nationwide. More than 30 individuals volunteered 

time to assist victims and 14 amazing lawyers served 

as local counsel in our amicus curiae efforts in courts 

from Alaska to Pennsylvania to Tennessee. 

OUR PARTNERS

VOLUNTEER WORK:

DONATED BY INTERNS,  

S T U D E N T S,  L E G A L  

P R O F E S S I O N A L S  

A N D  O T H E R S  

INCREASING
FIFTY TWO PERCENT

Thanks so much for all of your quick and brilliant 
research.  It is impossible to express how much I 
appreciate it.  I get so bogged down with endless 
cases it was amazing to have the  
information you provided.

 - Scott Bennett
Chief Deputy County Attorney, Graham 

County Attorney’s Office, Arizona

NCVLI’s expertise has been invaluable . . . When 
we need research on any criminal justice or victim 
rights issue, they are there and willing to help.

 - Christine Herrman 
Executive Director, Oregon Attorney 
General’s Sexual Assault Task Force
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1,000 
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TO OVER A PROJECT OF
M e m b e r s  

NCVLI Attorneys Amy Liu and Meg Garvin with 
partners from the McGeorge School of Law’s 
Victims of Crime Resource Center.

S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

A victim advocate in the workgroup is concerned that a 
victim and his family are about to be excluded from trial.  
NCVLI quickly provides a legal memorandum analyzing 
the law. Armed with NCVLI’s legal research, the advo-
cate presents the idea of fighting for the victims’ right 
to an initially skeptical prosecutor.  This talented and 
victim-centric prosecutor agrees to fight for the right, 
and files a brief based on NCVLI’s research.

NCVLI participates in regular 
meetings of the workgroup, 
sharing ideas, model practices, 
and serving as a resource.

FA L L  &  W I N T E R  2 0 1 1 /2 0 1 2



We work to empower individual victims and 

for system change. This year we filed 16 

amicus briefs in 12 jurisdictions, including the 

United States Supreme Court.   We responded 

to more than 100 legal technical assistance 

requests so that no attorney or advocate had 

to stand alone in the fight for victims’ rights.  

We worked on topics ranging from privacy for 

victims in the high-profile Sandusky case, to 

fighting for a non-English speaking victim’s 

right to a court-appointed interpreter so she 

could meaningfully participate, to helping a 

victim of sex trafficking protect and enforce 

her rights during the prosecution of her 

offender. 

L AT E  S P R I N G  2 0 1 2

The court grants the motion! In the words of the advocate “The family stayed in 
the courtroom the entire time, after having traveled from Pennsylvania. . . . I’m 
thrilled that we fought for their right to be in the court, I can’t imagine having 
to leave them sitting in the hallway while we talk about what happened to their 
child...[They] were treated with compassion and respect. . . SUCCESS!!!!”

OUR IMPACT

30 STATES    

100+ LEGAL MATTERS   

16 AMICUS BRIEFS
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I have learned that victims’ rights are important 
because in the sweep of litigation, especially in 
the prosecution of an offender, the victim is often 
overlooked.

Christian Eickelberg Law Student & NCVLI Intern

Victims’ rights are crucial to instilling a deeper 
sense of satisfaction with the legal system. We 
need to respect and understand the experience of 
victims in order to improve the legal processes for 
everyone!

Taylor Duty Law Student & NCVLI Intern

Learning about victims’ rights law was incredibly engaging. It was amazing to be immersed in a 
field that is relatively new and actively developing. I truly felt that the work I did was important 
and useful to individual victims, NCVLI as an organization, and victims’ rights law as a whole.

Bridgett Shephard Law Student & NCVLI Intern

IMPACTING FUTURE LAWYERS:

84%  Programs 

14%  Administration

2%  Fundraising

WHERE YOUR DOLLARS GO

FORTY

NEW DONORS 

OVER 41% OF DONORS 

WERE REPEAT DONORS

JOIN US in 2013!

12TH ANNUAL CRIME VICTIM LAW CONFERENCE

June 7-8, 2013 in Portland, Oregon
Visit www.NCVLI.org for details!
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THANK YOU TO OUR FRIENDS

INDIVIDUAL DONORS
Gina Atwood
Bethany Bashor
Claudia Bayliff
Marissa Behringer**
Sean Beers*
Doug Beloof*
Susan Bexton
Johanna Borkan**
Eugene & Layton 
Borkan
Jody Brassfield-English*
Victoria Camp
Terry Campos**
Demetrius Chappell
Jason Crunk
Proloy Das
Carl* & Gloria Davis
Helene Davis*
Steve Derene
Shirley Didier 
Valerie Dodini
Dan Eddy
Sophia Estrada
Maggie Finnerty
Scott Flor**
Keith Franz
Alicia Fuller
Ann Garvin
Joan Garvin
Kathleen Garvin
Meg Garvin**
Michael & Pearl Garvin
Marquita Gifford
John Gillis*
Sarah Geary Gustafson*
Sara Haislet
Jeff Hanson**
David Herr
Clifford Higby
Holly Hogan
Hillary Hosier
Doug* & Lucy Houser

Diane Humetewa*
Yassi Irajpanah
Candice Kane
Rebecca Khalil**
Joan Krey
Julie & James Landrum
Sarah LeClair**
Gary Lieberstein  
(Lieberstein Support Com-
mittee)
Amanda Lewis
Amy Liu**
Marti Long
Henry & Marcia Lorenzen
Thomas Lowinger
William McCormick*
Matthew Mactyre
Sondra Magnuson
James Marsh 
Megan Matthews
Merci McKinley
David Melville
Cassandra Mercer**
Mike & Penny Moreau
Diane Moyer*
Candace Newland-Holley*
John Holley
Leslie Pezzullo
Kolean Pitner
Craig & Lois Plunkett
Maria Rangel
Carrie Rasmussen
Elizabeth Richeson
Bob Robison
Cara Rose
Bryce Sakamoto
Lynn Schafran
David Schneider
Courtney Simons
Anne Seymour
Carlos Solis
John Stein & Marlene Young
Jennifer Storm

Keiko Sugisaka
Linda & Steven Thalberg
John Todd
Irvin Waller
Linabia Ward
Jim White
Ali Wilkinson**
John Wilhelmi
Karen Wilhelmi
Robin Williams-Jointer
Chris Wilson
David Voth
Tung Yin
Yungkoh Yin

LOCAL COUNSEL 

Allen M. Bailey 
Law Offices Of Allen M. Bailey

John G. Barnwell
Amal Bass
Women’s Law Project 

Michael Fell 
Law Office of Michael L. Fell

Keith S. Franz 
Azrael Franz Schwab &
Lipowitz, LLC

Terry L. Fromson
Women’s Law Project

Tricia Herzfeld
ACLU Foundation of Tennessee

Andrew H. Marks
Crowell & Moring LLP

Kaethe Morris Hoffer 
Chicago Alliance Against Sexual 
Exploitation

Stephanie Morris 
National Center for Victims  
of Crime

Heidi Nestel
Utah Crime Victims Legal Clinic

Brandon Simmons
Utah Crime Victims Legal Clinic

Laura Bean Strasser 
Ashford & Strasser

Sheila Vierra 
Sheila Vierra Attorney at 
Law, LLLC

PRO BONO ATTORNEYS
Michael Chiacchio
Elizabeth Cook
Sylvia Golden
Ryan Newby
Fumi Owoso
Jessica Perry
Katie Meyer Riggs 
Lillian Salminem 
Alix Wicks

VOLUNTEERS & INTERNS
Susan Bexton
Maxime Charreire
Sarah Dandurand
Taylor Duty 
Beth Edwards
Christian Eickelberg
Sarah Hays
Renee Huizinga
Shara Jones
Sylvia Lindman 
Diony Lopez
Lissette McIlmoil
Jackson McNeill
Matthew Merryman
Sarah Morales
Caroline Park
Gaston Phillips
Zack Pollock
Bob Robison
Bridgett Shephard 
Andrew Simon
Jacqueline Swanson
Aila Wallace
Hayley Weedn
Chris Wilson
Tiffanie Witter

Board & Staff 
commitment is 100% *Board **Staff

We extend a special thank you to Lewis & Clark Law School for its unwavering commitment to NCVLI.



Actively promoting balance and fairness in the 
justice system through crime victim centered legal 

advocacy, education, and resource sharing.
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